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     West Mineral firefighters begin clearing tree limbs from streets after strong storms pelted the town Thursday night. Randy Johnson, West Mineral fire chief, planned on being out all night clearing limbs and surveying damage. Johnson said hail size ranged from nickel to softball-sized hail. Power lines in West Mineral were down, windows were blown out and trees were down about every street, he said. "It was raining so hard you couldn't see," Johnson said of whether or not a tornado touched down in or near West Mineral.  
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Storm blows through SEK 
According to unofficial reports, a tornado blew threw northern Cherokee County and southern Crawford County Thursday night between Parsons and McCune.
The Cherokee Sheriff's Department could not confirm that a tornado touched down or comment on any damage because it had lost power at its headquarters in Columbus.
"Most of our people are out and we don't have good contact right now," a communications officer said shortly before 11 p.m. "All I can tell you is power is on and off in Columbus."
At 8:27 p.m. the national weather service issued a tornado warning for Cherokee County and southern Crawford County. When the warning was issued, the storm was located six miles north of Parsons. It was moving southeast at 40 miles per hour. The warning was first issued until 10:45 p.m., but it was lifted for Crawford County at 9:24 p.m.
According to the National Weather Service, at 9:35 p.m. trained weather spotters and law enforcement continued to observe a tornado between Columbus and Scammon. Doppler radar showed the twister moving southeast at 30 miles per hour. The weather service also said golf ball and larger hail and hurricane force winds were reported north of the tornado track.
Severe thunderstorm warnings were also issued sporadically through out the night in Crawford County, however, according to the Crawford County Sheriff's Department there was no damage reported in the county.
According to dispatch at the Neosho County Sheriff's Department, that county received "major wind and power damage, we are trying to fix it as quickly as we can." Reports of damage to St. Francis Catholic Church in St. Paul could not be confirmed.
